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HOUSE BI LL 2718

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Appleton, Rolfes, Lantz, Cody, Eddy, Kenney,
Qal I, Mcintire, Hai gh, Seaqui st Ei ckneyer, Linville, Eri cks,
Roberts, VanDeWege, Morris, D ckerson, Kessler, Bailey, Smth, Sells,
Nel son, and Hasegawa

Read first tinme 01/16/08. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to reasonable fares for frequent users of
Washi ngton state ferries; and anendi ng RCW47. 60. 290 and 47. 60. 315.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW47.60.290 and 2007 ¢ 512 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall annually review fares and pricing policies
applicable to the operation of the Washington state ferries.

(2) Beginning in 2008, the departnent shall develop fare and
pricing policy proposals that nust:

(a) Recogni ze that each travel shed is unique, and m ght not have
the sanme farebox recovery rate and the sane pricing policies;

(b) Use data fromthe current survey conducted under RCW 47.60. 286;

(c) Be developed with input from affected ferry users by public
hearing and by review wth the affected ferry advisory commttees, in
addition to the data gathered from the survey conducted in RCW
47. 60. 286;

(d) Cenerate the amount of revenue required by the biennial
transportati on budget;
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(e) Consider the inpacts on users, capacity, and | ocal conmmunities;
and

(f) Keep fare schedul es as sinple as possible.

(3) Wile developing fare and pricing policy proposals, the
departnment nust consider the foll ow ng:

(a) Options for using pricing to | evel vehicle peak demand; ((and))

(b) Options for using pricing to increase off-peak ridership; and

(c) The desirability of reasonable fares for persons using the
ferry systemto comute daily to work and other frequent users who |ive
in ferry-dependent comunities.

Sec. 2. RCW47.60.315 and 2007 ¢ 512 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The conm ssion shall adopt fares and pricing policies by rule,
under chapter 34.05 RCW according to the follow ng schedul e:

(a) Each year the departnent shall provide the conm ssion a report
of its review of fares and pricing policies, wth recommendati ons for
the revision of fares and pricing policies for the ensuing year;

(b) By Septenber 1st of each vyear, beginning in 2008, the
comm ssion shall adopt by rule fares and pricing policies for the
ensui ng year.

(2) The conm ssion may adopt by rule fares that are effective for
nore or |less than one year for the purposes of transitioning to the
fare schedule in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The commission may increase ferry fares included in the
schedul e of charges adopted under this section by a percentage that
exceeds the fiscal growh factor

(4) The chief executive officer of the ferry system may authorize
the use of pronotional, discounted, and special event fares to the
general public and conmmercial enterprises for the purpose of maxim zing
capacity use and the revenues collected by the ferry system The
departnent shall report to the comm ssion a summary of the pronotional,
di scounted, and special event fares offered during each fiscal year and
the financial results fromthese activities.

(5) Fare revenues and ot her revenues deposited in the Puget Sound
ferry operations account created in RCW 47.60.530 nmay not be used to
support the Puget Sound capital construction account created in RCW
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47.60. 505, unless the support for capital is separately identified in
the fare.

(6) The conm ssion nmay not raise fares until the fare rules contain
pricing policies devel oped under RCW 47. 60. 290, or Septenber 1, 2009,
whi chever is later.

(7) Wen adopting fares and pricing policies, the conm ssion shal
consider the desirability of reasonable fares for persons using the
ferry systemto conmute daily to work and other frequent users who live
in ferry-dependent conmunities.

~-- END ---
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